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At the end of November, for the first time since ries 1953, the four 
present secretaries of the Federation were able to meet together in Genev: 
‘And even then the whole staff was not here, since a few ye before an official 
invitation was extended to T. V. Philip a 

“of South India to become secretary for 

Southeast Asia. It seems likely, however, 

that it will be possible to hold a full 

staff meeting in Geneva at the end of 
_ January, 1955. 


During the last of November and the 
first half of December Valdo Galland has 
been in France and Belgium, and in 
January he will pay a short visit to 
Italy. From Christmas until January 45, 
Philippe Maury will be attending the 
‘ Quadrennial of the Student Y.M.C.A. 
eS and Y.W.C.A. in the United States. 


In December Leila Giles will attend 
the meeting of international youth org- 
anizations to be held at UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris, and a meeting 
of Syndesmos, the coordinating secret- 
ariat of European Orthodox youth 
movements, also in the Paris area. 


The Officers of the Federation will 


T. V. Philip 


26-31, and February 1-4 representatives of the Federation and of a 
International Union of Students will meet in Switzerland to discuss the 
responsibility of students with regard to peace. At the end of February — 
representatives of Pax Romana, internaticnal movement of Catholic ee 


Germany, to discuss “University, Culture and Human Community”’. 


Towards the end of February Kyaw Than will leave for a three months’ po 
visit to North America. T. V. Philip is expected to arrive in Geneva the — 
middle of January in time to take part in the meetings mentioned abov 
It is planned that he, Leila Giles and Philippe Maury will visit severe 
European S.C.M.s during the spring. 

Valdo Galland will leave at the end of February, first to spend a fortnig 


in North America, and then seven weeks visiting Movements in Centret 
and South America. 


Material in the News Sheet may be reprinted in other eld oes with 


Student Christian Federation News Sheet’. 


NEWS LETTER 


Dear reader : 
am This special issue of the News Sheet, with information about many 
_ of the member Movements of the Federation, is intended to help you 
- celebrate the Universal Day of Prayer for Students. It includes an 
3 article on Latin America by Valdo Galland, the Federation secretary 
iE Tesponsible for work in this area, one on the United States by Leila 
~ Giles, who has just spent several weeks visiting various S.C.M.s in 
that country, and suggestions for prayer for Asian Movements by 
| Kyaw Than, Associate General Secretary of the Federation. We are 
paso publishing, as descriptive of some aspects of the life of European 
ljovements, a report on contacts recently made between S.C.M.s in 
_ Eastern Germany and France. We realize that many Movements are 
~ not dealt with in these articles, and we hope that you will also make use 
; of material published in recent issues of the News Sheet. 
_-” We are also including in this number the Call to Prayer, which the 
7 Federation issues every year for use on the Day of Prayer. I would like 
~ to ask you to remember particularly that this day is not intended only 
= as a time for intercession for Student Christian Movements and for the 
Federation. To give such an 
_ or rganizational character to this 
=c ~ celebration would be to pervert 
its meaning. The Universal Day 
of Prayer for Students, which 
_has been celebrated throughout 
* the world for many decades, is, 
as its name implies, intended as 
an occasion for intercession for 
all students, Christian or not, 
mx and for all Christian witness 
_ among them. It would also 
distort the significance of the 
Day of Prayer to consider it as 
the only time during the year 
when Christian students pray for 
their fellows students in other 
“parts of the world. As we have 
‘ “often pees in the News 


Sheet, every local S.C.M. branch should, in its devotional life through- 
out the year, follow a calendar of intercession for students and for. 
Christian work among them. We hope in the near future to publish 
regular suggestions for such a calendar, and also to announce special 
events in the student world and in the life of Student Christian 
Movements for which your prayers are needed. 


Moreover, this Universal Day of Prayer for Students is not to be ¥ 


only a day on which students pray for one another, but also one on 
which they call all Christians to join with them in intercession for 
students. We would like to recommend to you a practice followed by 
many Student Christian Movements in different parts of the world. 
Before this celebration each local branch gets in touch with neighbour- 
ing congregations in an effort to make sure that in the regular services 
on this Sunday there is at least some reference to students. In some 
‘cases this simply amounts to a prayer of intercession based on material 


provided by the S.C.M. Sometimes the Call to Prayer issued by the 


Federation is read before the intercession. The best arrangement is 
for the whole service to be devoted to the celebration of the Day of 
Prayer, with the order of service prepared by the S.C.M. One method 


which has proved most valuable has been for members of S.C.M. | 1 


branches to take an active part in services of these local churches, 
sometimes assuming full responsibility for leading them. It is always 
much more significant for these congregations to be called to pray for 
students by students themselves, and this method also enables $.C.M.s 
to establish regular contacts with the churches, and to count on their 


support and intercession. ms 


This year the Call to Prayer emphasizes strongly the unity which we 
can discover through praying together. I am sure that in this divided 


world it will be rewarding for each one of us to thus experience this — 
God-given unity. It is in the conviction that this unity is really given to 


us, that we are bringing you through this number of the Federation. 


a 
' 
| 


News Sheet news of those who are already one with-you. a 


Yours very sincerely, 


PHILIPPE MAuRY. 


oe PCALL TO PRAYER 
For the observance of the Universal Day of Prayer for Students 
Sunday, February 20, 1955 


| On Sunday, February 20, 1955, student groups and church congre- 
j "gations in many countries of the northern hemisphere, and at some later 
date in the southern hemisphere, will gather together on the occasion 
of the Universal Day of Prayer for Students. As every year, the World’s. 
_ Student Christian Federation calls not only its members but all Christians 
‘3 Bevery where to join in common intercession for students and Christian 
[ work among them in all parts of the world. As we write this Call to 

_ Prayer towards the end of 1954, we have in mind the many needs of 

_ students everywhere. We think of the vast numbers who are unable to 
B isiry on their studies in a normal way because of the conditions in 
_ which they have to work: lack of money for many; disease of body 
for others ; in many countries social or political conditions incompatible 
with the requirements of good scholarship ; oppression, persecution, 
‘Injustice of various kinds, from which students, as much as others, 
sometimes more than others, have to suffer. We think of these many 
g thousands of students, Christian or not, for whom the future seems a 
_ dangerous, threatening; unknown territory. We think of all those 
_ “having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2: 12). On 
7 this day of intercession we ask you to remember in your prayers not only 
‘s those Christian students who, even in difficulties and through suffering, 
: Sead the hope to which He has called them (Eph. 1 : 18), but especially 
' that large mass of students, in theoretically Christian countries of the 

_ West, as well as in other lands, who have never heard of the hope that — 
is in Christ Jesus. We think it fitting, a short time after the Second 
4 EB assembly of the World. Council of Churches, to call you to pray God 
"i that He will bring students to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, so they may 
yi 


iy 
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_ be filled with all joy and peace in believing, that they may abound in 
_ hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost (Romans 15: 13). 

In addressing to you this Call to Prayer, we are also convinced that 
"we are inviting you to receive from God great spiritual riches. As 
Officers of the World’s Student Christian Federation, we have experi- 
enced over and over again, and particularly in our conferences and 
4 _ meetings, that when we gather together to present to God our interces- 
~ sions for others, we are suddenly overwhelmed by a sense of fulfilment, 
_ of completion. We have understood that God wills that His children, 
_ who have come out of many. Taces, nations and confessions, be one in 
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_ Him in worship, in prayer for one another and for all others, in common 
action which speaks the language of love in His service. In prayer we 
have received, and everyone can receive, a foretaste of the future, the 


momentary but overwhelming realization of our oneness in Jesus 2% 


Christ, when we all turn to Him in prayer. Such an experience cannot 
ultimately be explained ; some experiences are better left unexplained 
and just received with gratitude for God’s goodness. But we feel com- 
pelled to share with you what we know, however inadequate it is, when 
we ask you to share in prayer for all students around the world. When 
you meet on the Universal Day of Prayer for Students, remember that 


you will sing to the praise of God in your own tongue, but in the company — | 


of those from other lands who sing in other tongues; that you will 
repeat the Lord’s Prayer together with thousands of others who will 
offer it to God in German, in French, in Finnish, in an Indian dialect ; 
that you will worship and intercede together with others coming from. 


different Christian traditions. And then you will perhaps understand — q 


in a new way how all Christians are one in Him, who is the Father of 
all, and who has called us together to worship Him. To be sure, this 
cannot be understood as immediately and easily on a local campus or 


in a local congregation as it is in an ecumenical conference, but the 


fact remains, and you can remember it when you pray, that your prayer 
is also the prayer of students, of professors, of church members in 
India, in Brazil, in East Germany, in South Africa, in the United States. 
Together with you they will offer their hymns of praise and their words 
of intercession for all students, and for you. You are one with them 
in a way which is otherwise impossible. For such is the nature of wor-- 
ship : it recognizes no national, racial, or social boundary lines. We 
are sure that if we join together in this worship God will bless this effort 
to fulfil, to realize, our Lord’s prayer that all may be one. No matter 
how small our efforts, how insignificant they may seem to us, they will 
be gathered up by Him and used for the fulfilment of His will. Oncea _ 
year the Universal Day of Prayer for Students offers us an opportunity — 
to express in concert that which lies at the heart of every effort to realize 
the wholeness of the Church: our worship of Him, the one God and 
Father of us all. : : 
“Now the God of patience and of comfort grant you to be of the 
Same mind, one with another, according to Christ Jesus, that with one 
accord you may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our ~ 
Lord Jesus Christ.”” (Rom. 15: 5-6) 


The Officers of the World’s Student Christian Federation. 


6 " - 


_THE S.C.M. IN LATIN AMERICA 


Me the S.C.M.and the S.C.M.s 


When we speak of the S.C.M. in the singular, either in Latin America 
or anywhere else, it is understood that we are referring not to an organiz- 
ation but rather to a reality which is dependent, not upon a constitution 
drawn up by human beings, but upon a call’from God. It is the living 
body of students who have heard His call in Jesus Christ, and who desire 
to live under His Word. 

F From the point of view of organization, there is no continental 
- council of S.C.M.s in Latin America, and the Movements are united 
only through the Federation. Nor is there any uniformity in the struc- 
ture of the national Movements “themselves. One evidence of this 
_ diversity is the variety in their names. They differ also in their relation- 
_ ship to the Federation : two Movements — those of Brazil and Puerto 
Rico —are affiliated members; five are corresponding .members — 
_ Argentina, Chile, Cuba, Jamaica and Uruguay ; and nine are still in 
the pioneering stage — Bolivia, Colombia; the Dominican Republic, 
- Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela. Six coun- 
tries have not as yet been visited by a Federation secretary, but will be 
_ during 1955, for in most of them the possibilities for Christian work 
among. students are growing. These include Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and San Salvador. ; 

_ All these very diverse Movements, and even all the potential Move- 
_ ments, already constitute a single family, because of the unity of Christ- 
_ iansin Jesus Christ. What is important is that each member be conscious 
of the reality of this unity and recognize the consequences for its own life. 


_ Federation strategy 
f The Federation began systematic work in Latin America more than 
_ three years ago. Local initiatives have been encouraged by visits of a 
_ Federation secretary, and the needs of the national Movements have 
_ become better known. Through conferences to prepare future leaders, 
we are tackling the most urgent need. The study work, essential to 
every S.C.M., is being expanded through the publication of reports 
of conferences, Bible studies, and especially the quarterly magazine, 
Testimonium, edited by Jorge C. Mota. 

The conferences already held, and those which will take place in the 
near future, demonstrate clearly the strategy being followed by the 
Federation in Latin America. The first leadership training course, held 
in 1952, was for representatives from all its countries. The following 
year a similar conference was organized for the Movements in the 
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Caribbean area. Next year there will be a third such regional conference, § 
in Bolivia. Having people trained in these courses will make it possible 


to organize conferences on a narrower regional basis, which will reach a 
greater number of students in each national Movement. The Federation 
is thus laying the necessary foundations for a sound structure. 


But from the Christian point of view no structure is sound if it. 
remains isolated. The S.C.M. is not independent of the Church of = © 
Jesus Christ ; roads are needed to link its “house”’ to other “buildings” 


in the “City of God”. That is why the Federation organized, last 
January at Sdo Paulo, a conference for theological students, for those 


who tomorrow will be responsible for these various “buildings” in the _ 4 
community of God. A similar conference is now being planned for the — 


Caribbean area. This relationship which is being built up between the 
S.C.M. and the Church, particularly through theological students, gives 
some indication of the dimensions of Federation strategy in Lati 
America. ; 


I must emphasize the fact that the S.C.M. in Latin America cannot a 


really be itself unless it is part of the world family of Christian students. 
For this reason the Federation is already making provision to assure 


the largest possible participation of Latin American representatives at 


the next General Committee, which will meet in Europe in the summer 


of 1956. There is doubtless no better means for arousing the Christian — 
student to a consciousness of his responsibility in his own country and 


in the world, than participation in this manifestation par excellence of 
what the Federation really is. . 


Study work 
The serious study work of the Latin American S.C.M. is focussed 


on three principal. subjects. The first is Christian doctrine, which is 


inseparable from Bible study. Latin American students must free them- 


selves from the false dilemma between biblical literalism and a purely 
_ human appreciation of the Bible. From the doctrinal point of view, they 


must overcome the unfortunate opposition between, on the one hand, a 
conservatism which smothers the Gospel under human formulations, 


and, on the other, a liberalism which, under the pretext of modernizing — : 


the Gospel, waters it down. 


The second subject of study is the Church, which is inseparable from. 


the ecumenical question. This is of prime importance in a continent 


where there is a long and vigorous tradition of individualism. In this _ 


respect the biblical witness is clear: all Christians form a body (there 


are no “isolated” Christians) and there is one Body of Jesus Christ (the — 
denominations deny the redemption which He accomplished). Here — 
the ecumenical question arises, all the more urgently in a continent 
which is a mission field for dozens of Protestant denominations. It is a 
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burning question also because of the traditional presence of Roman — 
Catholicism. This aspect of ecumenism is being studied constantly by 
the Latin American S.C.M. But in its responsibility towards the Church, ~ 
the S.C.M. must also give its energies to the work for reunion of the 
Evangelical churches, which is its first ecclesiastical and ecumenical task. 

The third subject for study is social and political responsibility, © 
which is inseparable from the university question, especially in Latin 
America where the university is in the front lines of the political conflict. 
The Latin American nations, the majority of which have been politically 
independent for more than a century, have recently been engaged in a 
battle for economic independence, and with it for greater social justice. 
Nationalism, foreign capitalism (which so easily, even involuntarily, 
becomes imperialism) and communism are all involved in the struggle. 
Without knowing where present events are leading us, the Latin 
American S.C.M. is engaged in study of these problems in the full 
recognition that Jesus Christ is the Lord of history. 


Prayer 


To study as a Christian is to pray.. But in order to pray while study-_ 
ing, it is necessary first to pray without study, without discussion. After 
curing a child possessed of a deaf and dumb spirit (Mark 9: 14-29), 


Jesus Christ said to His disciples, “Nothing but prayer could cast out | 


this kind of spirit.” The Lord was not trying to classify the different 
kinds of evil spirits ; what He wanted to say was that, in their discussion 
with the scribes (verse 16), the disciples had forgotten to pray. Under- 
lying all activity is prayer, prayer to God which says, ““Lord, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief’ (verse 24). 

The S.C.M. in Latin America prays, and is constantly learning how 
to pray. Groups meet faithfully once a week in the early morning for — 
adoration and intercession. More and more Latin American S.C.M.s 
are observing the Universal Day of Prayer for Students. Some do so 
in February, with the majority of member Movements of the Federation 


(two years ago, following an appeal to the churches to observe this — 


Day of Prayer, a new S.C.M. group came into existence in a city in 
the interior of Mexico) ; others, in the southern hemisphere, celebrate 


it at another time than during their summer vacation (last June D.T. 


Niles, Federation Chairman, had scarcely left the airplane when he was” 
taken to an S.C.M. meeting which was observing the Day of Prayer). 

Since prayer, humble and confident, is the foundation of all Christian 
action, it is good to know that member Movements of the Federation _ 
pray for one another as they pray for all students. It is good for Move- — 
ments on other continents to know that the Latin American S.C.M. 


prays for all members of the Federati 
cea me a eration, and that all of them pray for 
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_ CHRISTIAN STUDENTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


LEILA GILES 


Even the most intrepid writer of short articles would probably turn 
pale with apprehension at the thought that he had to write about the 
student Christian scene in the United States in two pages! If, in addi- 
tion, he had spent only five weeks visiting campuses in different parts of the 
country, and had gone just far enough to realize that, in this fabulous 


land, literally anything can happen, he would probably, if he were 
__ Sensible, refuse to write at all. It is therefore solely by virtue of courage 
_ learned “on the frontier” that I dare put pen to paper ! 


Rather than attempt to give a balanced picture, I shall record quite 


q simply several of the many things which struck me particularly as an 


_ outsider during this short visit in the autumn of 1954, and try to mention 


a number of points to which, on the Day of Prayer for Students, our 


- attention might well be directed. 


To someone coming from an S.C.M. of the traditional interdenomi- 
national pattern, the first surprise in the United States is to find that the 


_ §.C.M. refers to itself as “emerging”, and that, in one sense, it is many, 
not one. The birth and growth of the United Student Christian Council 
_ have been possible only through the courage and determination of 


students and student leaders who have seen and held fast to a vision 
of the unity to which, in Christ, we all are called. This year it held its 


eleventh annual Assembly. Round the council table sat delegations 


from the fourteen member Movements which constitute it — the national 


council of the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., the denominational Move- 


_ ments (Episcopal, Methodist, Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian and so 


on), the Interseminary Movement (theological students) and the Student 


- Volunteer Movement. In one of its resolutions the Assembly expressed 


its concern that it had no effective relations with the students in several 
non-Roman Christian churches in the United States, and recommended 


that conversations with them should, where possible, be begun. It 


: spoke on political and pastoral issues, on its responsibility to the chur- 


ches, to graduate students, to the university itself, and much else. It 


carried on elections with an amount of student initiative and parliament- 


ary subtlety which astounded staid visitors from other countries! It 
appointed a new Executive Secretary, Herluf Jensen, and it adopted a 


Statement of Purpose into which a great deal of work went, both before 


- and during the Assembly. 


Throughout, one was conscious of unity — and of difference. The 


delegations sat together and voted together. In election, there was 
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always the factor of “balance of power” to be taken into account. Yet @ 
in worship, in thinking, in planning, the lines of difference were seen not 
always to coincide with denominational or organizational ones, anda 
measure of unity was experienced which led many old hands to say, ~ 
“At this Assembly we have been more of one mind than ever before.” _— 
It is this awareness of something being given by God, something ~ 
growing where people are sincerely seeking to be fully obedient to their 
Christian calling, which comes to one as one visits the campus of, for _ 
instance, a large state university where most of U.S.C.C.’s groups are 
represented. They “‘live’’ in separate houses, or student centres, generally 
beautifully equipped, each with its own student chaplain, its separate 
program, its particular type of corporate life. To visit the “S.C.M.” in ~ 
an institution like this may involve meeting six or seven or more groups. ~ 
Sometimes there may be friction between them, but more often there is — 
just isolation, broken down perhaps by an occasional shared coffee hour. 
But in almost every large university I visited there was a small 
group : an “interguild’’, a “campus Christian federation”, an “ecumen- 
ical council’’, mostly recently formed, where study and prayer bore — 
witness to a concern for disunity and a willingness to work “that all may 
be one”. I was deeply moved when, at my furthest point west, in 
Austin, Texas, I stepped into the pulpit to find that some 400 students 
from all but one of the campus Christian groups had come from can- — 
celled Sunday afternoon programs to hear someone speak on “Our 
Oneness in Christ and Our Disunity as Churches”. The Holy Spirit is 
at work in all this, and we do well to pray that nothing on our side may 
impede Him. a 
One could write of so much else : of the negro students and the hopes 
and fears with which both they and their white fellow students look 
forward to the future after the recent Supreme Court decision; of the 
generosity of American students, to which we in the Federation owe 
so much, and which, even taking into account the wealth of the United 
States, puts most of us to shame ; of the church colleges and their special ~_ 
problems ; of the significance of the Federation itself in the United 
States, and the eagerness with which American-students ask about 
S.C.M.s in other countries ; of a growing awareness of evangelism as 
the root of all Christian activity in the university ; of foreign students — 
in their thousands, and Christian responsibility for them ; of leaders, 
from top to bottom, who carry an unbelievable load of responsibility 
and must rely on our prayers if they are to bear it. - a 
He Ee ae us ask that the U.S.C.C., along with 
Be Chae cna 7 : ae ri its newly adopted aim, to be “a servant — ~ 
corporately and iadividiay te me ee eee OnE = 
es ec ae ear witness of Christ and His Church to 
> : university, and the world. 
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RAYERS FOR ASIAN STUDENTS 


- __In prayer we realize that we are in the presence of God, that we 
_ have entered into the Holy of Holies, that we are before the mercy seat. 
_ When we fall down before God and adore Him, we recognize our own 
_ inadequacy and unworthiness, and are led together to confess our sins 
before Him. We can no longer judge our fellow men by our own stand- 
_ ards, for both they and we — worshipping in His presence — are found 
_ wanting but forgiven by Him. 
He draws us out of ourselves, 
_ and His righteousness and love 
replace our petty human cri- 
- teria. We ail stand in need of 
_ prayer. 
_ Asia is conspicuously non- 
Christian. Hinduism, Buddh- 
ism, Islam and- Confucianism 
are its traditional religions. 
_ The majority of the members 
_ of Asian universities still do 
_ not know Christ. Many -have 
never heard the real Christian 
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_ message. 

4 ~ _ Jet us pray that these, 
oe our fellow students, may 
a be converted and led to 
" accept Christ as_ their 


Saviour. 


There are individual students in Indonesia, Thailand, Japan and 
Burma who are recent converts to Christ. Some are the only Christian 


C 


members of non-Christian families. 


. 


Let us pray for their spiritual nurture and growth, and that God 
may grant them power and courage in their times of spiritual testing. 


_ Inall Asian countries the number of Christian students, in comparison 
with Buddhists, Moslems and Hindus, is very small. For example, 
although the Student Christian Movement of Indonesia is growing 
rapidly and is now the second largest national student group in the land, 
it is still a minority body in relation to the total student population. 


-_—--_— Let us pray that the small communities of Christian university students 
in Asia may be enabled faithfully and effectively to proclaim the 


joyful news of Christ to their fellows, in humility, in certainty, in 
word and in deed. 

Let us pray that, confronted as they are by the resurgence of tradi- 
tional religions, the challenge of national political problems, and. 
the pressure of international rivalries and ideological conflicts, they 
may have the spiritual discernment and prophetic insight to try the 
spirits and to hold high the name of Christ. 


Asia presents a great challenge to the cause of Christ, but the initia- 
tives which are taken to meet this challenge are often uncoordinated, 
competitive or “‘near-sighted”. Denominational approaches to Christian 
work in universities, though intended to serve both Christian and non- 
Christian students, tend to lead to duplication and the frittering away of — 
energy and resources which are already very limited, especially in the 
field of indigenous personnel. Well-intentioned but sometimes burden- 
some facilities and equipment imposed from outside often give Asians the 


impression that human resources are strategically more important than — 


spiritual strength. 

On the other hand, Asian Christian students may become so concern- 
ed with the problems of their local group that they forget those students 
who are outside the fellowship of the Student Christian Movement — 
in their own Asian universities and also in other countries. 


Let us pray that these small groups of Christian students may be "4 
delivered from defensive introversion, from narrow provincialism, and 
from complacency. 


There are many Asians, both Christian and non-Christian, who are 
studying abroad. Some are university students; others are attending 
law schools, polytechnical institutions or teacher training colleges. 


Some are attached to government bodies or commercial firms to secure 


practical training ; others are taking correspondence courses or studying 
with private tutors. Many are student nurses. Some of these go on 
scholarships with their fees and expenses paid ; the rest are supported 
by parents, relatives, tribal or village groups, or by their own efforts. 
Many who go to the ‘“‘West’’ are shocked or “tempted” by the secular- 
ized and pagan nature of Western society. They also meet other pro- 


blems — of political controversy, cultural ignorance, intellectual patron- 
age and even racial contempt. 


Let us pray for all Asian students abroad, that they may meet courage- 


ously the uncertainties, problems and temptations with which they 
are confronted. 


The Day of Prayer is not a “monopoly” of those within the commun- — 


ity of the Student Christian Movement, but is observed also by our 
fellow Christians in the Inter-Varsity Fellowship. 
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Let us pray for a unified Christian witness, especially in Asian uni- 
versities, where Christians are in such a small minority and have to 
contend with competition and opposition. 


The size of the student community of the Philippines is tremendous 


in proportion to the total population. And here university members 


__ concerned about their Christian witness are confronted with the results 
of divided Christendom. In contrast to the rest of Asia, ninety per cent 
» of the population of the Philippines are church members, the majority 
_ of them belonging to.the Roman Catholic tradition, with Protestants 
_ forming a small minority. The true nature of the Body of Christ and a 
_ vital relationship to its Head are fundamental issues in the task of 
- proclaiming Christ in the universities of this country. 


Let us pray for the ultimate unity of all those who claim to follow 
Jesus, and that their loyalty to Him may overcome all prejudices 
and non-theological differences. 


No mention of Asia is complete without reference to China. In the 


_ past, Chinese university members have borne their Christian witness in 


_ the university world and have served the W.S.C.F. Prayer establishes 


community among Christians in all parts of the world, and through our 
common petitions on this Day of Prayer we bring our common needs 


_. before God’s throne of grace. We are all one — not because we live in 
_ one world, or because we-live in similar political and social situations, 


» but because we are al] members of the Body of Christ, in spite of our 
__ human differences. The Word of God is free and not bound. It judges 
_ not only capitalism and communism, but also democracy, nationalism, 
- socialism and all human political, philosophical and economic systems. 


et continually judges the traditional patterns of response to the Gospel by 


- men of all generations. 


Let us pray that we may recover the sense of community which we 
have in Christ and which transcends geographical, political and 
cultural frontiers. Let us especially pray for those students with 
whom we cannot have regular contacts. 


Korea has been described by many as the Asian victim of non-Asian 


” international tensions. Students here, and in other parts of the world, 
_ who have been uprooted from their homes and wrenched out of their 
universities by the exigencies of war, are very much a part of our world- 
wide university community. While they long to continue their prepara- 


tion for life and for service to their church and society, armed forces 


- march back and forth across their lands. 


Let us remember in our prayers the university communities in both 
sections of divided Korea, symbolizing as they do the deeper divisions 
in the hearts of men. 
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EUROPEAN ENCOUNTER ~ 


French Students in Eastern Germany * 


ALBINE ISCH 


I would like to describe briefly the contacts which we have had 
this year with students living under a people’s democratic regime in 
Eastern Germany, through the camps at Bad-Saarow (between Berlin ~ 
and Frankfurt, on the Oder) at Christmas, and at Rathon (ten kilo- — 
metres from the Czechoslovakian border, on the Elbe) at Easter. On ~ 
both occasions about twenty membets of the S.C.M. first spent several 
days with Christian friends from Germany, studying the Bible together, 
exchanging information and discussing the problems with which they _ 
are confronted. They then visited Berlin for four days at Christmas, 
and at Easter spent three days in Dresden, Leipzig and Halle... Did 
these encounters have any meaning ? . ¢g 

It is evident that, first of all, we were able to supplement theinform- ~ 
ation we already had on the D.D.R.* by living there for several — 
days... As for conditions of student life in Eastern Germany, the 
reform of the university, initiated in 1945, was based on the same 
principles as those which govern the University of Moscow’. The — 
technical university at Dresden is amazing in the amount of land which 
has been appropriated for its use, and in the number of its students : 
6,000 at the university, 4,000 in the college for workers and farmers 
(accelerated training for those who have not matriculated but who 
wish to enter the university), and 6,000 who are studying by corre- 
spondence. The latter work in places where special arrangements leave __ 
them time to study and to take their examinations, and there is a_ . 
laboratory-train which goes from city to city, thus enabling them to 
do their practical work. ~ a 

At Halle we attended a course in the social sciences. There were 
two subjects: “The economic crisis in Western Germany” and “In — 
what way is the European Defense Community a menace to peace 7". am 
Examinations are held in the social sciences. When we expressed our 
astonishment at this political training, we were told that each student 
must know the philosophy and the principles which govern the state 
he will serve. The examination requires a certain level of knowledge 


and not necessarily acceptance. The proof of this: the Christian _ 
students. 


: Reprinted from Le Semeur, magazine of the French S.C.M, November, 1954, . a 
: Deutsche Demokratische Republik - German Democratic Republic. 
For more details, see article in Le Semeur, June-July 1952. 
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_ Let us look now at the contacts we have made. First of all, we 


had an opportunity to talk with communists in a state where they 
_ are in power. They were struck by our openness, by the fact that we 
_listened to them with interest, and were ready to discuss, and they 
“told us so... Nevertheless, the questions which we asked left no 


_ doubt as to our own viewpoint: ‘“‘The one-sided instruction which you 


_ give seems to us to be inconsistent with a concern for an all-inclusive 
culture and with the search for truth which must be the aim of the 


university.” “What are the reasons for -political examinations 2’ 


_ “We have been troubled by the measures taken against Christian 


students at the beginning of last year : what degree of freedom of con- 


4 science can exist in the Democratic Republic ?”? And all our discussions 
inevitably led to the two great questions : “What is truth ?” and “What 


is man?’ Plainly their replies were alike, whether they were expressed 


_ by the intellectual, the technician, the student, the political leader, or | 


even the women who, learning that some French people were in their 
_ neighbourhood, came to greet us and to ask us to tell French women 


that above all they want peace. They were sincere when they told us 


_ — and this is an astonishing statement to come from a-German — that 
_ they had rejoiced-over the escape of General Giraud, who had been 
imprisoned not far away, that this was a victory over fascism, and 


Z they were sincere when they wept with emotion as they bade us goodbye. 
_ Everyone we met seemed. sincere, but they are enclosed in a world 


so different from our own that we longed to get closer to them and 


really to come to know them. 


As for our fellow Christians, the government’s agreement to these 


- meetings and our very presence were for them a great event, assuring 
“them of the fact that they have the right to a normal existence and 


~ legal recognition. Our friendship as Frenchmen was precious to 
them... We exchanged much information on literature, painting, 
- architecture, and the life of our countries. In our Bible studies and 
our discussions, it was a question first of all of rising above our own 
- problems and, when a German suggested that the situation of his 
' country is the same as that of the people of Israel in the time of the 


~ second Isaiah, of being able to reply that the same is true of France, 
and to conclude that, in spite of certain similarities, no people can 


_ compare itself to the chosen people. We had come out of very different — 
circumstances. One small example : in the D.D.R. the question is how 
to struggle against the development of a bourgeois mentality among 
- students who benefit from large scholarships ; in France, it is how to 


secure adequate scholarships and “student salaries”. But these brought 


us to certain fundamental issues. Thus our friends from the D.D.R., 
concerned to defend man against growing collectivization and the 


tendency to treat him as merely a political being, and we ourselves, 
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desiring that man should rediscover today the basic community nature — 
of his life, returned to the problem of how to allow men to be men, — 
which is the task that we must undertake. : . 
One question remains : were we free? And if we did feel ourselves — 
to be free, were we being duped? It is important to know that the ~ 
cost of our entertainment was borne entirely by the German church, ~ 
and that our fellow Christians made all the arrangements for our visits. 
No plan, no suggestion, and no condition was put forward by the ~ 
government of the D.D.R. We were officially received only by the ~ 
rectors of the universities we visited, and this was at the formal request ~ 
of our Christian friends. ( 
We can affirm that in our discussions our German friends had no © 
fear of expressing their opinions fully. If, when some too vigorous ~ 
criticism of the regime was expressed, one of them defended the govern- ~ 
ment, he did so not from opportunism but from conviction. We 
profited from the privilege of meeting together as Christians, and 
doubtless shared to some extent in the freedom and assurance which 
certain Christians acquired through the church struggle of 1953. It is ~ 
no longer a question of whether one is risking something, but rather — 
of witnessing to the truth. . 
_ We always moved about freely, accompanied only by our hosts, and ~ 
except during the visit to the universities, no observer or official guide 
was imposed upon us. : 
Perhaps you will say that this liberty was only apparent, was only ~ 
a Strategy. ; 
Perhaps it was a strategy. But that matters little. It existed, without 
any doubt. However, everything made clear, and nothing concealed — 
from us, the fact that the liberty which this communist government ~ 
granted us was ambiguous, provisional, since after all for it what is — 
true liberty : it is the liberty enjoyed by those who hold the Marxist — 
truth, and that nothing can halt the inexorable march of time which — 
leads us on towards it. ; 
One of the strongest impressions left on me by these trips was the 
totalitarian power of communism ; it promises the man of today all — 
to which he can humanly aspire: a religion, a reason for living, the 
conviction that he is good, a system of ethics, a better standard of living, 


greater technical opportunities. And all this through a coherent system — 
which unifies the whole of life... E 


* *e  * 


_ 1 would conclude by saying that I very much hope that circumstances _ 
will permit many members of the S.C.M. to continue the contacts we 
have made this year, in order that there may be a genuine and lasting 
friendship between us and our friends of the D.D.R. 
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-AN ECUMENICAL EXPERIMENT 


Lutheran-Orthodox Conference in Finland 
ILSE FRIEDEBERG 


at 


___ Hidden away in the large forests of Finland’s eastern frontier, on a 
_ harrow ridge of one of the 60,000 placid Finnish lakes, lies the S.C.M. 
_ camp centre, Teiniharju — not to be found on the map but risen to 
- world fame since the Federation Chalet there in 1953. It has all the 
~ qualities of an ideal camp centre: beauty and loneliness, simplicity 
and charm, and — of course — Sauna ! 1 
__. The Lutheran-Orthodox conference held there from August 26-31 
_ was a pioneering experiment and therefore an adventure. The chief 
_ pioneer of great courage 
_ was Inga-Brita Castrén, 
_ well known to the Feder- 
ation through her work 
__as secretary of the Finnish 
» S.C.M. until last year. 
_ The idea of the confer- 
ence was conceived during 
~ the first Graduate School 
_ of the Ecumenical In-~ | 
_ stitute in Bossey — an 
“ecumenical baby which, 
~ not unlike others, caused 
'-much heartsearching to 
its parents until it was 
safely born, and then 
_ shamed all their expectations. And the fears were not unfounded, for 
a few days before the conference it still looked as if there might not be 
_ anyone there apart from its organizers and speakers ! 
} By the end of the five days the very mixed group of 45 participants, 
_ 12 of whom were foreigners and only 20 of whom were students, had 
grown together into a family, in spite of formidable odds. Those who, 
in their respective traditions had been living side by side in mutual 
- indifference, without hostility but in non-cooperation except in super- 
ficial matters, discovered each other as members of One Body, with 
untold riches to exchange and with a mutual responsibility for one 
another. How did it happen? Not through any effort of the organizers, 
- but — like a miracle — in the common life and worship : sharing in the 
Orthodox Liturgy celebrated for the first time in Teiniharju, attending 
together the Sunday service in the Lutheran Church in the village, in 
the daily morning and evening prayers conducted alternately in the 


‘* Brothers rediscovering one another” 


_ 1 Finnish bath about which opinions of foreign visitors vary from terror to enthusiasm. 


Orthodox and Lutheran rites, in the personal encounter and the dis- — 
cussions following the introductions into one another’s traditions and y 
worship (and, of course, in Sauna !— the ecumenical integration © 2 
centre par excellence, which in Finland is equal to the chapel in weight. 
and importance, and which is a more permanent feature !), a. 
The subjects of the conference included the situation of Lutherans — 
and Orthodox in Finland ; prayer ; liturgy ; tradition ; the royal priest- 
hood, and the ecumenical movement, each treated by Lutheran and — 
Orthodox speakers. When, at the end of the conference, its Chairman, ft 
Mikko Juva, said to the main speaker, Dr. Paul Evdokimov from ~ 
Paris: ‘““You have not only opened for us a window into Orthodoxy, — 
but you have also shown us something of the glory of God”, he was ~ 
expressing in an authentic way the spirit of the conference and the — 
depth it had reached — after a very hesitant and not too confident ~ 
start on both sides. ’ 4 
And the hurdles taken were not small. Consider the confusion — 
of tongues alone — Finnish, German, English and French were the ~ 
conference languages, yet a good number of participants spoke only — 
one of them, and some lectures had to be translated from French via 
German into Finnish, a slow and complicated process. Apart from 
the language there was, even among people from the same country, — 
the difficulty of understanding between two spiritual worlds which for 
nine centuries had lived practically in isolation from one another. — 
Finland has the tremendous privilege of being the only Western country — 
in which an indigenous Protestant and an indigenous Orthodox Church 
live side by side, without barriers of language or culture. It presents 
a unique opportunity, which until now has hardly been used, for the 
meeting of Eastern and Western Christian traditions. Many historical 
and present-day factors make this meeting difficult. The Orthodox are 
a small minority, outnumbered 48 to 1 by the Lutherans, scattered 
all over the country since the last war, and not enjoying the same level 
of theological education as they cannot afford more than one seminary. — 
Yet their dispersion also provides many new opportunities for mutual 
contact, and has given a new impetus to lay responsibility, especially — 
among youth. An Orthodox S.C.M. was formed in 1949, and asa _ 
result of the conference new ways of interpenetration and common — 
witness are being explored. Those of us from other countries, wel- 
comed with overwhelming hospitality by both Orthodox and Lutherans, _ 
feel deeply grateful for the privilege of joining in this encounter of — 
brothers rediscovering each other and beginning to share the treasures _ 
they hold in store. With members of the Federation and the Church — 
Universal all over the world, we shall continue to pray that this — : 
new impetus may be used by God, the Holy Spirit, that we may grow 
more deeply into Him who is the Head, even Christ. re 
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W.U.S. HIGHLIGHTS 


The first students were admitted recently to the new 33-bed W.U.S. 
_ Student ward attached to the Inada Noborito Sanatorium, near Tokyo, 
-Japan. This is the first such ward in Japan, and here students will be 


ee able to recover from tuberculosis and, at the same time, continue their 
_ Studies under competent academic supervision. It is estimated that 
_ between 15,000 and 20,000 Japanese students have tuberculosis. 


: The second W.U.S. student sanatorium ward in India has been 
_ established at Shillong, Assam. There are about 50 TB victims a day 
_ among the 15 to 30 age group in Assam. 


W.U.S. has cooperated in the 
setting up of a Comprehensive 
Health Service at the University of 
Delhi, and another is planned for 
the University of Patna, which has 
an enrolment of 10,000 students. 
It will be operated on the basis of 
a students’ health insurance scheme, 
as and the W.U.S. Program of Action 
_ for the coming year includes a grant of 25,000 Swiss francs for this 
y Project. * se 
4 Three X-ray machines to be used for regular TB examinations in 
_ university centres in Indonesia have been shipped from Copenhagen 
to the W.U.S. Committee in Djakarta, Indonesia. 


- About 30 per cent of the students in Israel are new immigrants, 
__ who at first are obliged to stay in camps. The Israeli W.U.S. Com- 
mittee has started a revolving loan fund through which they are helped 
to find suitable accommodations and to continue their studies, on 
_ condition that the loan be repaid as soon as possible, so others may 
_ be helped. The Committee is also cooperating in an effort to set up 
__a printing house at the Hebrew University to meet a great need for 
~ lecture notes and text books in Hebrew. 


: Widespread floods have caused appalling damage in various 
parts of India, particularly in Upper Assam and Northern Bihar. 
_ There are at least nine colleges in these areas, and many university 
students come from families living there. W.U.S. has made an imme- 
_ diate emergency advance of 1,000 Swiss francs as an expression of 
_ sympathy, and has appealed for assistance to all National Committees, 
_ many of whom are making special fund-raising efforts. 


1 There are 4.23 Sw. frs. in $1.00 and 12.2 in £1. 
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FEDERATION AROUND THE WORLD 


Indonesia 

One hundred and six delegates 
were registered for the fourth na- 
tional congress of the G.M.K I. 
(Indonesian S.C.M.) held near Sura- 
baja, Java, October 31 to Novem- 
ber 7. The Surabaja branch of the 
national Movement, which was host 
to the gathering, had raised 9,000 ru- 
piahs ($800) to cover the cost of food, 
housing, transport, etc. General 
Secretary Ihromi said that in all his 
experience as a director of youth 
activity he had never seen people 
work so hard and uncomplainingly 
for the communal good. The village 
of Prigen is beside a two-mile long 
concrete road, one end of which is 
1,000 feet lower than the other. Half 
the students slept in the last house 
at the bottom of the village, where 
all meals were taken, and the day- 


time meetings and discussion groups — 


assembled. After supper the deleg- 
ates made the trek of more than a 
mile up hill to a second building, 
which housed the other half of the 
delegates and where the evening 
sessions were held. 

The Indonesian §.C.M. discovered 
a new life at the Prigen conference, 
said the delegates. In 1950,. the 
Movement numbered only 100 mem- 


bers. Today it has 1,800, only 
slightly less than the Moslem Stu- 
dents’ Federation, which is the 


largest university student movement 
in the nation. These students con- 
stitute more than 10 per cent of all 
Indonesian university students, de- 
spite the fact that Islam claims 90 
per cent of the population. While 
some of the Djakarta students are 
enrolled at the theological college, 
the 1,800 are a good cross section of 
the nation’s future leadership in law, 
engineering, economics, medicine, 


etc. They are also a cross section of 4 
different Indonesian peoples, — 
representing ethnic groups from the 


the 


Christian areas of the Celebes, the 


Mollucas in the east to the Batak 
West. 
Javanese and Indonesians of Chinese 


areas of Sumatra in the 
ancestry from the island of Java 
constitute a large proportion of the 


students. In Gadja Mada, the stu- 


dent body is one hundred per cent — 
at Er- 


original Indonesian races ; 
langga in Surabaja seven out of eight 
students have Chinese blood. 

The Prigen conference faced up to 
S.C.M. responsibilities in the light 


ee 


of membership resources and inter- 


national relationships. 


in view of their claims that Jesus is 


Lord, the Answer, and the Hope of — 
Christian students. They asked what — 
the Bible says to them concerning ~ 


Christian growth. They decided that 


they must secure leadership at all - 
Whereas nationalistic feeling 


costs. 
had previously prevented them from 


inviting foreign assistance, the S.C.M. — 
at Prigen determined to accept help — 
wherever it could be found, both to — 


provide pastoral care for the students 
and to guide the branch organiza- 
tions. This decision marks a great 


achievement in the life of the S.C.M. 
The work done by C. I. Itty of the 
Madras Area S.C.M., who served _ 
the Indonesian S.C.M. during the — 


school year 1952-53, was a demon- 


stration of the possibilities of inter- 
A Dutch 
pastor who has served the Surabaja _ 
branch as counsellor and guide has _ 
now been called as full-time study — 


Movement stimulation. 


secretary. 
Dr. Christoph Barth, son of the 


illustrious theologian, led the Bible 
study on “The New Man”. Both by a 


The partic- — 
ipants discussed what they should do 


Students from Gadja Mada University, 
Djocdjakarta 


_ the humility of his approach and his 
_ exquisite mastery of the Indonesian 
_ language, he won the confidence of 
_ all the delegates and knit the con- 
_ ference into a working fellowship. 
- Bible study was the major activity 
_ of the conference, and there were 
- only four addresses: by a medical 
_ professor on the relations between 
_ the Christian professor and his stu- 
dents ; by Winburn Thomas, former 
__ W.S.C.F. reconstruction secretary in 
, Asia, on the S.C.M.as a community ; 
- by astudent, who had recently return- 
* ed from a visit to Communist China 
and who had earlier been to the 
_ United States, on non-Christian com- 
_ munities within the Indonesian uni- 
- versities, and by a Dutch missionary 
on the confrontation between Christ- 
ian and non-Christian communities 
_- in the university. All addresses were 
- in the Indonesian language, showing 
- clearly that Dutch is no longer the 
language of the university. Free 
discussion followed each address, and 
- the capacity of the students to see 
- the issues and to make the needed 
application was a surprise both to 
them and to the speakers. 
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Burma 
Prime Minister U Nu recently laid 
- the corner stone for a new Student 
- Christian Centre building at Ran- 
~ goon University. In speaking of the 


“jan Centre, 


purpose behind the Student Centre, 
he said that he was glad to learn that 
its doors will*be open to all students 
regardless of race or religion, since 
it is good for students of different 
backgrounds to meet together in 
such a place in order to create better 
understanding among themselves. He 
also presented a check from the Bur- 
mese government for the funds of 
the Centre. 

Earlier Dr. Hla Bu, who has been 
active in the work of the W.S.C.F. 
University Commission, and who 
presided over the ceremony, stressed 
that the very name, Student Christ- 
was significant. He 
explained that it is not to be a 
Christian Students’ Centre, but a 
Christian Centre for Students. He 
also said that while the Burma Bap- 
tist Convention is sponsoring the 
project, the Rangoon University Stu- 
dent Christian Union will be largely 
responsible for the program. 

The building will be a single-storey 
structure, providing for a lounge, 
reading room, tea shop and combin- 
ation lecture-recreation hall. 


Malaya 

Plans have been going on for some 
time to establish a Christian Centre 
for Students at the University of 
Malaya, Singapore. Some student 
residences near the university have 
been purchased, and the Secretary of 
the Malayan Christian Council has 
written that the Centre is now open 
and that 11 students are already in 
residence. 

At the W.S.C.F. Consultation held 
at Bangkok early in the year the Asian 
S.C.M.s began discussions through 
which they will cooperate in develop- 
ing the program for such centres in 
the region. An Indian S.C.M. leader 
is being invited to become program 
director at the Singapore Centre. 


INTERCESSIONS 


Let us bring before God the needs of the students of the world. 


O God our Father, who hast promised that thou wilt grant the rege | 
of those who are gathered together in thy name, we bring before thee the 
needs of our fellow students in every country. We pray for 


— those who have lost the sense of their significance as students 
— those whose existence as students is threatened by society 

— those who look for a moral authority and do not find one 
— those who have become estranged from their families 

— those whose anxieties do not leave their minds free to think } 
— those tormented by the difficulty of choosing a career : | 
— those who face unemployment ; 
— those who study abroad within a strange culture : 
— those confronted with the task of rebuilding the life of their universities 4 
— those who are homeless or stateless, lonely or hopeless, 
_that their distress may be removed and their needs supplied. 


Let us bring before God our Student Christian Movements and the - 
World’s Student Christian Federation. 


O Lord God our Father, we ask thy help for the many parts of our —~ 
Federation’s work. We pray : 


— for each of our members, in whatever situation he is 

— for those who have been called to suffer 

— for those who are wearied by persecution 

— for those who are puzzled about what their witness should be 

— for those who are afraid 

— for Student Christian Movements divided by racial or theological ; 
tensions 

— for those on whose time the S.C.M. makes too great demands 

— for those whose lives are too easy, and who cannot discern the signs 4 
of the times 


— for those of whom we have no news, and with whom we have lost 
contact. 


We ask that our faith and prayer may not fail, and that thou wilt use _ 
and empower us as thy instruments. And we pray that thou wilt raise up — 4 


for our time men and women in every land who will bring about obedience _ 
to the faith among all nations. a 


In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. i sar : 


Printed by ‘*La Concorde”, Lausanne ( Switzerland ) 
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